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Subject/Verb Agreement / Tenses

A standard verb conjugation in English involves adapting the verb for first-person (I, we), second-person (you) or third-person (he, she, it, they).


Example: Conjugation of the verb “to work”:



I work

he works


we work
she works


you work
it works


they work
Problems arise when a verb is conjugated incorrectly (i.e., “I works” or “he work.”)  In this case, we would say the subject and verb do not agree.

Tenses

English lets us express many different times (tenses) of actions: past, present and future (i.e., I worked, he works, she will work) are the three general time frames.  [In addition, more sophisticated tenses allow us to indicate continuing (I am working) and conditional (he would work) actions in the past, present or future.]

Problems arise when the incorrect tense is used to indicate past, present or future actions. In this case, we would say there is a tense error.
____________ 

When revising your writing, watch closely for verb inconsistencies involving subject/verb agreement and tense errors.  For example:

change: 
In 1993, the company decide to change its name.  No one likes the new



name at first.

to: 

In 1993, the company decided (correct tense and conjugation) to change



its name.  No one liked (correct tense) the new name at first.

Exercise:  Revise each of the following sentences for problems involving subject/verb agreement and tense error.  In some sentences, there may be more than one error.

1.  The employees is happy with new schedule. They express their happiness at the meeting yesterday.

2.  The invention of the automobile change society.

3.  As the President was leaving, the reporter asks her some questions about foreign policy.

4.  With these new changes, the company will experience financial growth. All departments benefit from this.

5.  In 1999, IBM introducing a new computer.

6.  When she open the door, she was greets by all of her friends.

7.  Tomorrow, when I goes to see my doctor, I asked her about the pain in my arm.

8.  If the weather is good tomorrow, they go to the park.

9.  The new books, which he buy last week, are lost in the fire.

10. The government plans to introduce a new welfare program. The program help many people.

11. The bank manager was arrested for fraud, and spends three years in prison. Now that he have completed his sentence, he hope to work again.

12. This market analysis was conducted over a three-month period.  Seven corporations are studied.

