
ZAZIL 2 No. 10          September 2006          New York   Tijuana          page 1

Mercury Zootcracker

Print Running on the Wrong Dockets
Every day across the United States, millions of public 
and private school children read books that are pro-
duced by large textbook corporations rather than 
bound at home, written by hand, or printed-on-de-
mand.

Money. Money. Money.

Thatʼs what the book business is all about (and appar-
ently its what the academic study of books is all about 
as well).  Or so I learned, after spending a few days 
at the 2005 International Conference on the Book, 
hosted by Oxford Brookes University and organized 
by Common Ground Publishing.

The opening speaker begins his speech: “We must 
not let the publishing industry succumb to the same 
horrendous fate of downloading that has decimated 
the music industry.”  And the participants are off and 
running.  The Authors, Publishers, and Agents (all in 
capital letters) were present in force.  As a matter of 
fact, so much was made of the Author, that I almost 
believed I was attending a religious studies confer-
ence.  Once the “death of the author” (a poetic marker 
for “disappearance of the authorʼs capital”) was 
attributed to “the cult of photocopy,” I felt a mighty 
wind sweep through the hall and nearly expected 
the BOOK to rampage through town like a literary 
Godzilla.

But as things progressed, dissenting voices began 
to whisper.  And I learned quite a bit about Print on 
Demand, Postmodern Childrenʼs Picture Books, and 
Coleridgeʼs use of punctuation marks (parenthesis, in 
particular).  “ ( “ operates as an iconic markers for the 
waning crescent, whereas “ ) “ signifi es the waxing 
crescent of the new moon.

Another conference highlight  was the invited guest 
speaker from Nanjing University, China.  His presen-
tation addressed issues of book piracy on the Chinese 
mainland.  The talk itself was a simple affair, mostly 
statistics.  Throughout the rest of the conference, he 
religiously took high-quality digital images of every 
PowerPoint slide, every projected image, or visual aid 
presented in support of other presentations.  He sat 
serenely in the center of the auditorium, three rows 
back. As soon as a new slide appeared on screen, 
he stood, raised the camera, centers the red light on 
screen, and snapped an image.

Each conference day ended with “talking circles,” a 
refreshing retreat from the hustle and bustle of the or-
ganized presentations and a time to refl ect upon what 
we had learned.  I joined the stream labeled “Books, 
Reading, and Writing,” although we never made it 
past defi ning the fi rst of these.  I volunteered as secre-
tary recorder, jotting notes, questions, comments, and 
fancies on sheets of large white paper.

After the conference, nobody claimed the sheets.  So 
I strapped them to my pack with the plan to post them 
in London on my return trip.  I would collect re-
sponses to the public postings via email, collate these 
responses with the original text, design a chapbook, 
and publish it all within a year.  The entire story could 
then be reported and analyzed for presentation at the 
2006 Conference on the Book.  Notes on that presen-
tation would likewise be posted for comments, creat-
ing a perpetual motion idea machine for collecting 
public reactions to our academic questions.  But alas, 
I found no judicious place to hang them. London has 
posters and adds everywhere.  But the sections I tra-
versed contained NO public posters, handmade signs, 
or even stickers.  All postings were well fi nanced and 
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well designed, and I didnʼt want to hang our clumsy 
sheets only to have them removed by evening.  So the 
posters stay rolled, awaiting publication and display.  
Their scattered contents read as follows:

Books, Reading, Writing

Key Issues:
Accessibility of the book
Inticacy/Available/Egalitarian
Repeatibility-You can return to it
Permenance of the book vs. 
 electronic formats and modern paper
Fixed Text
Increasing # of Titles (uneven around the world)

Iʼm not a reader, but...

-------
Books indicate a cultural association
Stability is a specifi c book market
Contingency of books is blurring

Survey of Book Distributors in South Africa
Distinguish betwen reading for pleasure
 and reading for functional purposes
Publihsers follow the market (i.e. upper middle-class
 female white south africans)

Power Dynamics in publishing standards  (16th cen-
tury China Example)

-------
Questions of shifting scripts in china and asia

In third world, Copyright is a barrier to availability
 (i.e. imported book tax)

Are the economics of book availability different 
 than other objects?

Can books be offered in ways other than as things?

Chop up books?  Serials

Fixity of books
 not as medium but mediator of a script

-------
Reading aloud = model of free availability
Bible example - Importance of translation

Copyright holds contingency of the book together
Leads to translation diffi culties
Open Access Movements

Demography of Reading: Older and Older Readers

-------
Materiality of the Book
Book carries traces of its history

Importance of Design
Internet-styled design?
Display of books
Books are collected

-------
Defi nition of Book? (The tough one)

What is an e-book?
Then is there less reading? 
If one considers alternate forms

Add question to the question

Books printed in one copy.  Are they books?

Books = identical copies

When is a book a book?

Chinese library example: Collection ≠ Paper,
 Collection ≠ Printing Blocks

-------
In our library, books ≥ 50 pages

Is the book collected pages? [codex]

Is the book a print run?
# of a book ≥ 300 copies
This is challenged by print-on-demand

Do books need words?
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------
Grudge match between content/text and object
Binding, Cover, Pages, Script (can be imaginary)
Are books a form? Or a function?
Must a book be readable?
Electronic texts lose edition history

-------
Does the book circuit still exist? Or changing? How?

What makes multiple book copies the same book?
Fixity related to religious canonization
Fixity is not “F”ixed

-------
Can fi xity change while book persists?

Editorial changes affi rm fi xity of the text.
Book circuit/fi xity begins/soldifi es
 100+ years after print

What is fi xed by fi xity?
Can computers hold more (i.e. Histories of a text)

-------
Is Google a publisher?
Internet searches, maps of internet, 
are random snapshots
Comic books, pamphlets, magazines ~~ Books?

Were these distinctions easier 40 years ago?

Books <<<< Reading >>>>

-------
Page - Page - Page
Internet research links disparate pages
Books have a unity?

A book is readable but not all reading is book
But a book is also something used?
Are books published?

-------
Is a dissertation a book? (With print-on-demand?)
Print-on-demand ~~> not quite publishing?

-The End-
 [Security determines to limits of the book]

The future of ZAZIL?
ZAZIL is a collaboratively edited experiment in 
iterative production and distribution. Expanding 
exponentially in multiples of ten, Zazil slowly de-
composes the idealized structure of a printed book. 
Each new iterarion assumes a form that is both 
noticeably distinct from and deliberately linked to 
its predecessor.

Zazil 1, co-edited by Stephen Cope, Joel Kuszai, 
Bill Marsh, and Joe Ross, appeared in late 2000 as 
a hand-made, ʻfaux-perfect  ̓bound 8.25 x 10.25 
inch, 80 page journal. Its pages were photocopied 
using offi ce machines accessible (after hours) to 
one of the editors. The covers were printed on an 
HP Deskjet 1200 color printer using 11x17 card-
stock. Contributors included writers and transla-
tors from France, Australia, Cuba, and the United 
States.

This issue completes Zazil 2 as a 10-issue newslet-
ter whose fi rst installment appeared in June, 2001. 
From September, 2003 to May, 2005, Zazil 2 (04-
07) functioned as the offi cial newsletter of the San 
Diego Poetry Guild. The last three issues (08 - 10) 
remediate content found in the fi rst three (01 - 03). 
Early installments were printed double-sided in 
black and white on an HP IIIsi laser printer using 
standard 8.5 x 11 paper. Copies were given away 
readily and left at coffee shops, libraries, and col-
lege and university campuses around San Diego. 
All ten iterations of Zazil 2 can be downloaded in 
PDF format.

Zazil 3 will take the form of an adhesive serial.  
100 issues will emphasize the headline power of 
the printed slogan. Format, font, and distribution 
specifi cs are yet to be fully determined.

Zazil 4? 1000 issues, listed ISBNs.

Zazil 5? 10,000 issues, individual characters.

Zazil 6? 100,000 issues, distinct pixels.

[http://www.factoryschool.org/zazil]
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